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Club meets
1st Thursday
At 6:00 pm
2nd, & 4th Thursdays
At 11:45 am
88 Buffet

Opti - Topies

June Evening Meeting

Fifteen Optimists, including our newest member,
assembled at the 88 Buffet this evening for our first
meeting in June. Of the fifteen in attendance, five were
ladies, as was our speaker for the meeting. We all overate,
as usual, from the too many tempting selections on the
buffet tables.

Opening

President Al called on Al Renz to bring the opening
prayer, and he also led the Club in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. Someone (I didn’t get who) brought a large
(about 3 ft. X 5 ft.) flag to the meeting and mounted it in
the front of the room, so that made for an enthusiastic
pledge.

Optimist Family News

Marilyn King-Jordan told me she was going back to UAB
to undergo another surgical procedure on her right eye.
Her eye looked quite puffy tonight.

Charlene Higgins had recovered enough from her recent
foot surgery to attend tonight’s meeting.

Duane Plank. It was learned after the meeting that
Duane passed away at his home shortly before the

meeting. Please keep Elaine and her family in your
prayers. We will pass on information as we receive

it.



Our business meeting
is held on the 3
Thursday of the
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Announcements

Daniel Horton is scheduled to become
our newest member. Daniel turned in his
membership application form and check this
evening. Daniel will lower the Club’s
average age and increase our energy.

," President Al Adams said volunteers
Z LHHOPRE are still needed to help the HOPE
\\i'  Leadership Academy’s oratorical

\\ contest coming up next week. You
should have received an e-mail about this recently. To
repeat: On Tuesday, June 7, 5 volunteers are needed to
coach speakers in good oratorical practices in the early
afternoon. On Friday morning, June 10, 3 volunteers
are needed to judge the speakers in an oratorical contest.
These both take place at Buckhorn Middle School. Please
contact

Al if you can help in this way.

Program

Al Renz introduced our speaker for
the evening, Ms. Linda Brouwer from
Free 2 Teach. Free 2 Teach is one of
the 18 organizations that has
submitted a grant request to the
Club’s Community Service Grants program.

Ms. Brouwer is the Outreach and Development
Manager for the non-profit Free 2 Teach organization. She
has served extensively in community volunteer positions,
including fund raising for public schools, facilitating her
church’s youth ministry, and co-chair of her church’s
building committee. She joined Free 2 Teach in September
of 2014 and is involved in fund raising, corporate
donations and grant writing.



Ms. Brouwer began her program by displaying a chart giving the history of
Free 2 Teach. (I took a photo of this chart—see the photo section of this
newsletter). Free 2 Teach began as an idea in 2009 when Eula Battle, a retired
teacher, decided to help teachers supply school supplies to needy children in their
classrooms without digging into their own pocketbooks. At first, it was a loosely
organized effort to collect and distribute materials from her garage, but in 2012 it
became a 501(c)3 organization. It opened its first “store” in 2013 in the former West
Huntsville Middle School, and now occupies a 10,000 square foot facility, housing
both the store and a warehouse, on Leman Ferry Road.

Free 2 Teach began by supplying seven core items: #2 pencils, pens, crayons,
washable markers, glue sticks, copy paper and loose leaf paper. In the 2014-2015
school year “Healthy Kids” items, such as Kleenex and antibacterial wipes were
added, as were math and science resources such as calculators and graph paper.
In 2015-2016, art supplies, flash drives and 3-D “molecules of life” were added.
There are now also several bookcases of books that cover school subjects that can
be taken.

To get free school supplies, a teacher from one of the 79 public schools in
Madison County need only to make an appointment by signing up on the Free 2
Teach web site (www.free-2-teach.org).  Teachers have some restrictions in
quantities of items and number visits (every other month). Most of the shopping is
done in the months of July and August. In 2014-2015, about 1500 teachers visited
the store and were given over $640,000 worth of supplies. In 2015-2016, there
were more than 1,900 teacher visits with a total of $905,000 in materials given to
them.

Volunteers are made good use of. Free 2 Teach utilizes the help of more than
150 volunteers who donate more than 1,200 hours of work annually. The founder
and Executive Director (Eula Battle) is a volunteer. One of the big jobs volunteers
do is sorting and stacking incoming materials. Also, volunteers track every teacher
who comes to the store and records what they take.

Closing

President Al Adams gave Ms. Brouwer a tile with the Optimist Creed on it, and
asked her to draw for today’s attendance prize. Sidney Sandridge missed out,
Alberto Duarte’s name was second and he took the prize. As further reward,
President Al asked Alberto to lead the Club in the Optimist Creed to close the
meeting.

Clyde Nevins


http://www.free-2-teach.org/

Optimistic Quote of the Week

“Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seed that you
plant.”

~ Robert Louis Stevenson

Ms. Linda Brouwer, our speaker Daniel Horton
our newest Club member
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CALENDAR

Tuesday 4:00 pm
1st Commercial Bank — Whitesburg Dr.
Board Meeting

Thursday 11:45 am 88 Bulffet
Blake Dorning - Sheriff

Thursday 11:45 am
Optimist Recreation Center
Business Meeting - Food - (Al Renz)

Thursday 11:45 am 88 Bulffet

Dr. Beth Cape - Director of Children’s Ministries
Whitesburg Baptist Church

Thursday - NO MEETING - 5tt Thurday
Tuesday 4:00 pm

1st Commercial Bank — Whitesburg Dr.
Board Meeting

Thursday 6:00 pm 88 Buffet
TBD - Jim Roe

Thursday 11:45 am 88 Buffet
TBD - Jim Roe

Thursday 11:45 am
Optimist Recreation Center
Business Meeting - Food - (Jim Roe)

Thursday 11:45 am 88 Buffet
TBD - Jim Roe

Tuesday 4:00 pm
1st Commercial Bank — Whitesburg Dr.
Board Meeting



feuoireuBu| siwndo

'3]gno.1 Jo a2uasaid ay1 1wiad 01 Addey 003 pue ‘Jesy
Joy Buons ooy ‘Jsbue o) ajqou 00) ‘A1iom oy abae] 001 8q 0 |

'$J3U10 9ZID11110 0] SWI) OU 3ARY NOA
1ey} J[9s1n0A Jo Juswanoiduwi ayj 03 swn yanw os aAIb o |

"3]S © 198W NOA 31n1eald BUIAl|
A1ane an1f pue sawil [[e Je 80UBUSIUNOI [NJISBYD B JEaM O |

*3n1Nny 8y} JO SluswaAsIyoe
1912816 8y} 01 uo ssaud pue 1sed ay) Jo saxeIsiw ay) 18640} 0 |

"UMO InoA 1noge ale
NOA se $1ay10 JO $S89NS 8y} INOge dNseIsnyjus se 1snfaq o |

"159q ay1 Ajuo 10adxa
0} pue 1saq ayp 4o} AJuo oM 0} ‘1saq 8y} Jo AJuo yuiyi o |

anJ) awod wsiwndo
InoA axew pue BulypA1sns Jo apis Auuns ayj e %00] 0 |

‘way)
ur Buiyswos si 848y} Tey |99} Spusly INoA [[e exew o |

198w
noA uosiad A1ans 01 Aliadsoud pue ssaulddey ‘yajesy el o |

‘puiw Jo aoead InoA qunisip ued Buiyiou yeyy Buons os aq o |

- J|9SINO A 8SIWO01d

d334d0 1SINILdO 3HL

o o
s &
o o
7z 3
E B
2 o
Q&
OuN
e2 -
= X @
.IO“
Z0m’S

[75]
e -2
50O 5§
I T

ST

GING

THE BEST.
INKID, *

Ki

OPTIM,
B
ouT

TO:



	‎E:\Huntsville Optimist Club\Newsletter\Archive My Copy\70-29.pdf‎
	‎E:\Huntsville Optimist Club\Newsletter\Archive My Copy\Back Page.pdf‎

